
   

Annual Report of District Progress 
2012-13 



 2 

Welcome 

November, 2013 

 

Dear Cherokee County Community, 

Each year, the Cherokee County School District publishes its Annual Report of District Progress to let the 
community stakeholders — parents, grandparents, employees, community leaders and residents— know 
how our schools are performing.  Despite continued substantial reductions in education funding on the State 
and Local levels, I am extremely proud of how our teachers, administrators and support staff have remained 
focused on our primary mission of teaching and learning, even as class sizes have grown and furlough days 
have cut deeply into their household budgets.   

Our students continue to exceed State and National averages on test scores across the board; and our gradu-
ating Class of 2013 matched our highest ever ACT scores and posted SAT scores that ranked second in the 
State.  CCSD high schools were included on every major national high school ranking report in 2012-13. 

This school year also heralded the launch of our Cherokee Academies initiative, leading to the opening of 
Fine Arts and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)  programs at six of our elementary 
schools.  These programs are being expanded to additional grade levels in the current school year, and we 
are adding STEM components in middle school classes, as well.   

Thank you for your continued support of your public schools.  This community can be proud of the incredi-
ble opportunities offered to all students by the Cherokee County School District! 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Frank R. Petruzielo 

Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Frank Petruzielo congratulates Hunter, a par cipant in the 

2013 Special Olympics. 

Dr. Petruzielo surprises the 2012‐13 Teacher of the Year, Ms. 

Sandy Giudice, at Macedonia Elementary School.. 
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Board of Education 

OUR MISSION 

We, the School Board of Cherokee County, Georgia, commit our-
selves to a philosophy of respect and high expectations for all stu-
dents, parents, teachers and other staff.  Our mission is to enable all 
students to become contributing citizens who can communicate ef-
fectively, gather and use information, make responsible decisions, 
utilize technology effectively and adapt to the challenges of the fu-
ture.  This mission will be accomplished by providing a variety of 
learning opportunities and experiences for students, both in school 
and in the community. 

School Board:  Front row, from left:  Kelly Marlow; Board Chair Janet Read; 
Patsy Jordan.  Back row, from left:  Robert Rechsteiner; Rob Usher; Dr. Frank 
Petruzielo, Superintendent of Schools; Vice Chairman Robert Wofford; Michael Geist. 
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Major System Priorities 
 Establishing internationally competitive standards for student performance and an accountability sys-

tem and policy framework designed to insure that all students are challenged individually and collec-

tively to meet more rigorous standards. 

 In collaboration with technical colleges, other institutions of higher learning and the local business 

community, insuring that vocational/technical education programs prepare students for a diverse and 

technologically rich society. 

 Insuring that all students and staff have a safe and secure environment for teaching and learning. 

 Attracting, retaining, and training the best teachers, principals, and support staff. 

 Utilizing technology both to improve student achievement and to increase the school district’s produc-

tivity and efficiency as a major business enterprise. 

 Increasing parental and community involvement through public engagement policies and practices 

that treat parents, businesses, community-based organizations and agencies, local institutions of higher 

learning and other public entities as true partners in the educational process. 

 Addressing exploding student population growth, recognizing that there is a large gap between the 

school district’s facilities and technology needs and available capital outlay revenue. 

 Reviewing the potential for utilizing the school district’s existing public education facilities to estab-

lish self-supporting community school evening/week-end education programs for interested Cherokee 

County adults. 

Etowah High School Junior AFROTC cadets stand solemnly at the 

dedica on of the school’s 9/11 memorial.  
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STEM & Fine Arts Academies 

Fine Arts Expo night at Hasty Elementary. Crea ng a hurricane simula on at Canton Elementary School’s STEM Expo. 

LEGO robo cs class at  Clark Creek Elementary. 

Beginning in the 2012-13 school year, Cherokee 
Academies were established at six schools within the 
District. Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) Academies were implemented at Ball 
Ground ES, Canton ES, Clark Creek ES and Holly 
Springs ES. Fine Arts Academies were created at 
Hasty ES and Oak Grove ES.  Both programs feature 
a unique emphasis on their specified curriculum, inte-
grating arts or STEM across the classroom and/or us-
ing special units of instruction.  Teachers at the Acad-
emies receive specialized professional development 
for STEM and arts integration, and the Fine Arts 
Academies work extensively with ArtsNOW:  Teach-
ing and Learning Across the Curriculum. All the 
Academies showcase student work and projects twice 
a year in an “Expo night” open to parents and  the 
community. 

 The STEM 
and Fine Arts Academies are available not just to families who live in 

these school attendance zones, but to any families within CCSD.  
The application process each spring is open to any 
interested student, and limited transportation is pro-

vided through a hub system.  CCSD added a STEM 
component to middle school Connections offerings and is 
continuing to examine ways to offer additional school 
choice options for parents.  More than 225 students en-
rolled at the Academies from outside the designated at-

tendance zones in the first year of operation. 
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Expanding Services 
As the global community changes, the Cherokee County School District changes along with it.  CCSD 
teachers, administrators and support staff are always looking for ways to expand options and services to 
better facilitate the activities of teaching and learning.  Here are a few of the new or expanded programs 
CCSD launched in 2012-13: 

Bring Your own Learning Device (BYLD):  this program allows CCSD students at par ticipating 
schools to bring their own Internet-enabled smart phones, tablets or laptops to school to use during des-
ignated BYLD times in class.  The goal is to improve student access to web-based resources, engage the 
learner, improve student achievement and instill in all students the concepts of responsible computing 
and digital citizenship.  Students use their own devices to conduct research, answer quick response 
questions and collaborate on classroom activities. BYLD was piloted at a small number of schools in 
spring of 2012, then became available at many schools across the district for 2012-13.  Students who do 
not have access to a personal device use CCSD technology during these classes. 

Cherokee County Education Foundation (CCEF):  CCEF was created in 2012 with a mission to 
“support the students and staff of the Cherokee County School District by promoting teaching and 
learning and celebrating achievements.” The Foundation seeks funding and re-
sources to help schools in areas not fully funded in the regular school program 
such as “bright ideas” grants for schools, teachers and other staff and sup-
port for academic achievement and technology initiatives.  The Foundation 
has applied for 501(c)3 tax-exempt status from the IRS and is a registered 
nonprofit.  CCEF gave out its first round of grants to schools in spring of 2013 
and is governed by a board of volunteers from the community.  

Online Bus Route Information:  In Spr ing of 2013, CCSD launched In-
ternet access to its bus routing information to better assist parents and 
guardians.  The School District’s Technology and Transportation Depart-
ments worked together to provide an option for families to be able look up bus route information from 
home. 

Online Options Open to CCSD Students:  CCSD expanded access to online and digital courses at 
the high school level for both initial credit and credit-recovery. CCSD high schools take advantage of 
two different programs—the Georgia Virtual School (GaVS) and the local APEX Learning program—
in providing students with viable course completion options. Both of these programs offer students an 
opportunity to complete coursework online; in 2012-13 alone, over 2,500 Georgia Virtual School or 
APEX courses were successfully completed toward high school graduation by CCSD high school stu-
dents.   

Enhancing Communication:  CCSD added several new publications dur ing 2012-13 to better facili-
tate communication with parents.  “Accolades” is a quarterly compilation of school district achieve-
ments and awards; “Choices” is a document about school choice options; and “Board Briefs is a next-
day summary of School Board meeting action and information. 
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CCRPI: New Accountability Measure 
Georgia was one of 10 States granted a waiver 
from the federal No Child Left Behind Act in 
February 2012. The State then created a new 
accountability system called the College and 
Career Ready Performance Index (CCRPI), 
which helps parents and the public understand 
how schools are performing in a more compre-
hensive manner than the pass/fail system previ-
ously in place under Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP).  The Index has been designed around a 
comprehensive definition of college and career 
readiness— meaning that all students graduate 
from high school with both rigorous content 
knowledge and the ability to apply that 
knowledge.  

In the first year of CCRPI measurement, the Cherokee County School District significantly exceeded State 
scores used to assess student academic achievement and progress.   CCRPI evaluates schools in three areas:   
Achievement, Progress, and Achievement Gap, and assigns a score of up to 100 points.  In addition to the 
three major areas, schools can also receive “Challenge” and “Exceeding the Bar” points which would add up 
to another 10 points to the total score. Challenge points are earned based on a school’s success in serving at-
risk populations of students, including economically disadvantaged, English language learners and students 
with disabilities. Exceeding the Bar points are earned based on a school’s success in offering innovative pro-
grams or various combinations of academic achievement which goes beyond core academics.  Ninety-two 
percent of CCSD elementary schools scored above 80; all seven CCSD middle schools scored above 80; and 
83 percent of CCSD high schools scored above 80.  

CCRPI Scores  

CCSD Elementary:  88.9 

State Elementary:  83.4 

 

CCSD Middle School:  91.7 

State Middle School:  81.4 

 

CCSD High School: 83.7 

State High School:  72.6 

A Cherokee High School student demonstrates a plasma cu ng machine for 

State School Superintendent John Barge. 

Teacher of the Year  Sandy Giudice works her classroom magic. 
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SAT and ACT Scores 

The ACT is a curriculum-based achievement test designed to 
measure college readiness and preparation; it includes four sepa-
rate exams in English, reading, mathematics and science, with an 
optional writing portion. The exam is scored on a scale from 1 to 
36; 1,283 CCSD seniors took the ACT in 2013, up 123 students 
from 2012 (a little more than half the graduating class).  Some 
students take the ACT in lieu of the SAT, and some take both as-
sessments.  The ACT and SAT are both accepted at all of Geor-
gia’s public colleges and universities. 

ACT 

SAT 
The SAT is a predictor test of college preparedness designed to 
measure critical reading, mathematics and writing abilities.  Each 
of the three sections has a possible score of 800. A total of 1,450 
CCSD seniors took the SAT in 2013, an increase of 119 students 
over the Class of 2012.  The CCSD average SAT score ranked sec-
ond highest in the State for 2013, and tied for highest average dis-
trict score in the Metro Atlanta area. All six CCSD high schools 
ranked among the top 15% statewide among 450 Georgia high 
schools. 

 

Creekview High School geography bowl team. 
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Advanced Placement (AP) exams are taken at or near the completion of a corresponding high school AP 
course.  Students who score high enough on these exams can earn college credit for their high school 
work.  A score of 3, 4 or 5 is needed to be eligible for college credit at most post-secondary institutions; 
CCSD students achieved a passing score on 80 percent of AP exams taken, compared to 57 percent in the 
Nation and 53 percent in Georgia. CCSD students took 2,730 AP exams in 2012 (up from 400 exams in 
1999) across 23 different AP courses, covering such subjects as Biology, Calculus, Economics, World 
History and Physics.  The State Department of Education awarded all five eligible CCSD high schools 
AP honors based on the results of AP exams taken in 2012.  Cherokee HS, Creekview HS, Etowah HS, 
Sequoyah HS and Woodstock HS were named AP Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
Schools, as well as being named AP STEM Achievement Schools.  River Ridge HS will be eligible for 
the designation next year.  

 AP STEM SCHOOLS: Schools with students testing in at least two AP math courses and two 
AP science courses (AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, AP Statistics, AP Biology, AP Chemistry, 
AP Environmental Science, AP Physics B, AP Physics C, AP Computer Science). 

 
 AP STEM ACHIEVEMENT SCHOOLS: Schools with students testing in at least two AP math 

courses and two AP science courses and at least 40 percent of the exam scores on AP math and AP 
science exams earning scores of 3 or higher. 

Advanced Placement (AP) 

Class of 2013 Valedictorians and Salutatorians.   
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Writing Assessments 

The Georgia High School Writing Test (GHSWT) is a two-hour assessment that includes 100 minutes of 
student writing time.  Students are given a persuasive writing prompt and must write an original responsive 
composition that is then scored by the Georgia Center for Assessment.  Students must pass the GHSWT to 
earn a regular education diploma.  In fall of 2012, 99% of regular program CCSD test-takers passed the 
writing test on the first attempt, a score that ranks the district in the top 10 percent of districts statewide on 
this assessment.  

GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL WRITING TEST 

5TH AND 8TH GRADE WRITING ASSESSMENT 

River Ridge High School Poetry Winner. Awash in books at RM Moore Elementary. 

5TH GRADE MEETS + EXCEEDS  

CCSD AVERAGE 86.0% 

GA AVERAGE 79.1% 

8TH GRADE MEETS + EXCEEDS  

CCSD AVERAGE 87.8% 

GA AVERAGE 82.1% 

CCSD students take writing assessments in 3rd, 5th and 8th 
grade, leading up to the Georgia High School Writing Test. 
The  3rd grade assessment is for student evaluation purpos-
es only, but 5th and 8th grade results are reported at the 
school and district level.  Eighty-six percent of all CCSD 
5th graders met or exceeded the standard for writing in 
2013; 87.8 percent of all CCSD 8th graders met or exceed-
ed the writing standard this past school year (averages in-
clude English Language Learners and Students with Disa-
bilities).  When only regular education program students 
scores are calculated, the 8th grade average passing rate is 
92 percent, compared to 86 percent in the State. 
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End Of Course Tests (EOCTs) 
The State of Georgia requires end-of-course assessments in grades nine through 12 for core subject areas.  
Beginning in 2011-12, these End Of Course Tests (EOCTs) began replacing the Georgia High School 
Graduation Test as a required element for graduation, phasing it in over three years.  The EOCT counts as 
20 percent of a student’s final grade.  Advanced middle school students who are taking high school math 
and science courses also must take the corresponding EOCT.   Among 180 school districts in Georgia, 
CCSD ranked in the top 10 in six of eight testing categories, based upon the average grade conversion 
score (what the student score would equal on a 0-100 grading scale), including first in Geometry.  Using 
the mean scaled score for the district, CCSD’s EOCT averages ranked in the top 15% of school districts 
statewide in all eight subjects.  The table below shows percentage of students who passed the assessment. 

Woodstock High School’s Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl team. 

COURSES 

CCSD 

2008 

CCSD 

2009 

CCSD 

2010 

CCSD 

2011 

CCSD 

2012 

CCSD 

2013 

ALGEBRA 91 * * * 85 N/A 

GEOMETRY 93 * * * 90 90 

9TH LITERATURE 91 91 93 94 95 96 

11TH LITERATURE 95 96 96 97 98 98 

BIOLOGY 85 82 84 90 89 91 

PHYS SCIENCE 86 N/A 92 91 94 95 

U.S. HISTORY 85 85 86 89 90 89 

ECONOMICS 93 92 90 93 96 95 

STATE 2013 

N/A 

78 

89 

93 

78 

86 

75 

81 

COORDINATE ALGEBRA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 57 40 

* Students took the EOCT in Math I and Math II from 2009‐2011 before CCSD switched back to the Algebra/Geometry 
alignment.  2013 is the first year the new, more rigorous CCGPS Coordinate Algebra EOCT was given.  Physical Science 
was reassigned to 10th grade in 2009, with fewer than 10 students being tested as a result of the change. 
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GCRCT 
The Georgia Criterion Referenced Competency 
Test (GCRCT) is taken by all students in grades 
3-8 and measures student mastery of the Georgia 
curriculum.   GCRCT is given each spring in the 
subject areas of reading, language arts, math, sci-
ence and social studies.  Third-grade reading 
scores and fifth- and eighth-grade reading and 
math scores are used for student progression. 

 Of 3,009 students participating in the Grade 3 
GCRCT Reading test, 97 percent passed on 
the first administration. 

 Of 2,937 students participating in the Grade 5 
GCRCT Reading test, 97 percent passed on the first administration; for the Grade 5 GCRCT Mathemat-
ics test, 93 percent passed on the first administration. 

 Of 2,928 students participating in the Grade 8 GCRCT Reading test, 99 percent passed on the first ad-
ministration; for the Grade 8 GCRCT Mathematics test, 93 percent passed on the first administration. 

Year 3rd– R 5th– R 5th‐ M 8th‐ R 8th‐ M 

2013 97 97 93 99 93 

2012 96 96 88 99 89 

2011 96 95 92 98 89 

2010 97 95 88 98 84 

2009 95 93 88 97 83 

ITBS 
The Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) is a normative assessment given to all CCSD 5th-grade and 8th-grade 
students each fall.  The ITBS compares the progress of CCSD students to that of students in a national sam-
ple who took a fall administration of the test.  CCSD students significantly exceed national standards in 
every subject area, both at the 5th- and 8th-grade levels.  ITBS data is reported in percentiles, with a nation-
al average of 50. 

2013 5th– R 5th– M 5th Composite 8th– R 8th– M 

CCSD      65 69 69 63 63 

8th Composite 

67 

NATION 50 50 50 50 50 50 

Knox Elementary students show off their summer reading cer ficates. 
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School District Finances 
A declining property tax digest combined with continued “austerity cuts” from the State have significant-
ly decreased education funding over the last five years, even while student enrollment has increased.  The 
revenue generated by the local tax digest has dropped substantially, as well.  Per pupil spending has de-
creased from $8,251 in 2008-09 to $7,223 in 2012-13.  CCSD has cut more than 500 jobs in the last 
five years, and all employees have taken pay cuts in the form of unpaid furlough days.  The 2013-14 
State austerity cut removes $25 Million of earned State education dollars from the CCSD State al-
lotment— which would hire 400 additional teachers to lower class size.   

Student Demographics 

Cherokee County Schools:  2012-13  

Programs 
Gifted:  14.8% 
Special Ed:  12.0% 
English Language Learner: 5.5% 
Free/Reduced Lunch: 31.75% 

Student Demographics 
White:  73.4%  Asian:  1.7% 
Hispanic: 14.7%  American Indian:  0.3% 
Black: 6.9%   Pacific Islander:  0.1% 
Multi-racial: 2.9% 
 

CCSD holds an Aa1 enhanced rating and an Aa2 rating bond rating from Moody's Investors Ser-
vice.  Aa1 and Aa2 are the second- and third-highest ratings awarded by Moody's, following the 
highest of Aaa, which was held by the School District prior to the economic downturn.  Both Aa1 
and Aa2 are defined as high quality with very low credit risk and strong ability to repay debt.  

12 

 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Local  $150,676,943 $143,093,932 $136,897,866 $126,866,204 

State $145,760,930 $136,825,345 $156,200,584 $148,373,480 

Federal $3,716,242 $14,939,291 $8,394,633 $777,020 

TOTAL $300,154,115 $294,858,568 $301,493,083 $276,016,704 

Students 37,275 38,293 38,760 38,774 

2012-13 

$121,508,779 

$154,680,875 

$937,930 

$277,127,584 

39,270 

State Austerity Cuts  $11,189,055 $31,270,408 $25,239,981 $26,663,945 $26,505,886 
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School Facilities 

Clark Creek Elementary School STEM Academy opened its door in August, 2012. 

CCSD SCHOOLS 
 24 elementary schools  

 7 middle schools  

 6 high schools 

 ACE Academy (Grades 7-12)  

 Ralph Bunche Head Start Center 
and Little River Preschool Center  

 L.R. Tippens Educational Center 

PROJECT LIST 
 Replacement ET Booth MS 

(opened August, 2013) 

 Replacement Teasley MS (August, 
2014) 

 Replacement Dean Rusk MS 
(August, 2016) 

 Parent entrance projects at Holly 
Springs ES, Carmel ES and Bos-
ton ES  

In 2000, Cherokee County School District faced a 
challenging facilities dilemma:   13 of 21 elementary 
schools were over capacity; all four middle schools 
were over capacity; three of four high schools were 
over capacity; and more than 5,000 students were 
housed in trailers across the County.    

The School Board and Superintendent of Schools 
convened a Blue Ribbon Committee of community 
and business leaders who examined all the infor-
mation, looked at the demographic data and student 
population growth projections, and endorsed a com-
prehensive plan to address those challenges by re-
questing voter approval of a series of Education Spe-
cial Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (Ed-SPLOST) 
initiatives, along with bond sales, to enable school 
construction to begin immediately.   

Using voter-approved Ed-SPLOST funds, CCSD has 
built 12 new schools and four new/replacement 
schools, plus critically needed classroom additions at 
eight schools, along with numerous renovation pro-
jects and the provision of state-of-the-art technology 
for students and teachers on all CCSD campuses.  
CCSD has added capacity for more than 19,000 stu-
dents over the last 15 years—while growing by near-
ly 14,000 students along the way.  Thank you for 
your continued support of Ed-SPLOST! 
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 Named 8th in the Nation in education technology by the Center for Digital Education and the 

National Schools Boards Association (2013); named a top 10 District in each of the last six 

years (2007-2013) 

 4 high schools named to “America’s Best High Schools” list by Newsweek magazine (2013)  

 4 high schools named to “America’s Most Challenging High Schools,” by the Washington 

Post (2013) 

 1 high school named to the “Best High Schools” list published by US News and World Report 

 8 students named National Merit Semi-finalists (2012) 

 Nationally accredited high school automotive/transportation program (2012) 

 National School of Character winner (2013) 

 50 students honored in the Duke University Talent Identification Program (2013) 

 School winner of the “Fuel Up to Play 60” contest sponsored by the National Dairy Council 

and the NFL 

 1 teacher accepted to the 2013 Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy at the Liberty Sci-

ence Center in New Jersey (2013) 

 1 teacher named to the LearnZillion Dream Team (2013) 

 1 principal named the Rachel’s Challenge Principal of the Year (2013) 

 3 students selected to compete in the National PTA Reflections contest (2013) 

 3 National Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence (2002-2012) 

 Highest school district average SAT score in Georgia (2012) 

 Current GSBA Board of Distinction, awarded in 2004 and renewed in 2007, 2009 and 2011 

Notable National Awards 

State Senator Brandon Beach reads at Bascomb ES. Holly Springs Elementary teachers go to STEM training. 
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 16 schools named to the Governor’s SHAPE Honor Roll (2012) 

 10 awards from Georgia School Public Relations Association (2012) 

 3 students named to State Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council (2012) 

 1 parent named to State Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Council (2012) 

 2 schools named as State Department of Education Highest Performing Schools (2012) 

 1 school named as State Department of Education High Progress School (2012) 

 Five high schools named by the State as “Advanced Placement STEM” and “Advanced 

Placement STEM Achievement” high schools (2012) 

 Lead Speech Pathologist won the statewide Jack Bess Memorial Award from the Georgia 

Speech-Language-Hearing Association (2013) 

 Lead Psychologist won the Debbie Rondem Award for Outstanding Leadership from the Stu-

dent Support Team Association of Georgia (2013) 

 Statewide school winner of the Georgia Family-Friendly Partnership School Award from the 

State Department of Education (2013) 

 First-place Math Team in the High School AAAAA division (2013) 

 First-place Academic Bowl Team in the High School AAAAAA division (2013) 

 First-place Geography Bowl Team in the High School Invitational (2013) 

 20 Governor’s Honors Finalists (2013) 

 10 Georgia Scholars (2013) 

 Food Services Department won the Silver Scroll Award from the Georgia School Nutrition 

Association (2013) 

 Green Ribbon Schools winner, first place in the medium-sized district division (2013) 

 1 school chosen for 2013 Partnership for Excellence Bus Tour Showcase (2013) 

 1 high school leads the state in Microsoft Office Specialist Certifications (2013) 

 13 state-level winners in the Georgia Science and Engineering Fair (2013) 

 9 state-level winners in the Georgia Educational Technology Fair (2013) 

Notable State Awards 
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 All students deserve the opportunity to learn, achieve success and 
become productive citizens. 

 Education/learning is a shared responsibility and should take place 
in the home, at school and in the community. 

 All students can learn; but they learn in different ways, at different 
rates and with different preferential learning styles. 

 Learning is achieved through the use of a variety of effective teach-
ing techniques. 

 A safe and secure environment is essential for teaching and learn-
ing. 

 All students should be taught by teachers and parents how to learn 
and how to become lifelong learners. 

 All students deserve equal access to a quality education. 

 Quality education requires quality staff, programs, facilities, equip-
ment and technology. 

 Parent and community participation, support and responsibility are essential to the positive social, emo-
tional, cultural and academic development of every student. 

 Student achievement is enhanced through partnerships with parents, businesses, community-based organ-
izations and agencies, local institutions of higher learning and other public entities. 

 All policy, administrative, instructional and educational support decisions should be based on student 
needs and what is best for students. 

 Diversity should be promoted so that isolation of racial, ethnic and socioeconomic groups is avoided and 
education is enhanced in a diverse, inclusive setting. 

 All schools should be accountable for improving student achievement. 

 All schools should reflect school-based, participatory management. 

 All students must be prepared to function effectively in a knowledge-based, technologically rich and cul-
turally diverse 21st century. 

 All staff should have access to results-driven professional development and training which is aligned 
with the School Board’s Major System Priorities and School Improvement Plans. Such professional de-
velopment and training must be standards-based, job-imbedded, collaborative and build an organization-
al culture that insures continuous improvement. 

School Board’s Belief Statements 

PO Box 769  Canton, GA 30169  (770)479-1871  www.cherokee.k12.ga.us 

Teaching first‐grade math. 


